
ECB  partnered wi th the T ides 
Foundat ion to develop the 
Thoreau Center  for  
Susta inabi l i ty  in the h istor ic  
Letterman Hospi tal  Complex at 
the Pres idio in  San Franc isco.   
The f i rst  major rehabi l i ta t ion 
project  at  the Pres id io, ECB 
worked c losely  wi th the 
Nat ional  Park Serv ice to 
create a ground lease to meet  
underwr i t ing requirements of 
commerc ial  lenders and serve 
as a model for  pr ivate sector 
involvement  in  the 
rehabi l i tat ion of h istor ic 
bui ld ings in the Presid io.   
 

ECB raised more than $2.5 
mil l ion in equity ,  ut i l iz ing the 
h istor ic tax  credi t ,  $8 mil l ion in 
construct ion and permanent  
f inanc ing and $3.5 mi l l ion in  
program re lated investment 
loans from foundat ions.  
 
The Thoreau Center  is  home to 
non-prof i t  organizat ions 
involved in env ironmental,  
educat ional,  and soc ia l just ice 
issues.  I t  is  a nat ional model 
for  i ts  use of recyc led and 
env ironmental ly  respons ib le 
mater ia ls .  
  

   THOREAU CENTER F OR 

SUSTAINABIL ITY  

 

Location 

Historic Letterman District 

Presidio, San Francisco 

 

Project 

12 Historical Buildings 

160,000 sq. ft. 

 

Value 

$14 Million 

 

Owner 

Tides, Inc. 

 

Architect 

Tanner Leddy Maytum 

Stacy Architects & 

Behm Architects 

 

Contractor 

Phase I: Plant Construction 

Phase II: Herrero Brothers, Inc. 

 

Financing 

First Republic Bank 

 

The first major 

rehabilitation 

site in the 

Presidio 


